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A ramshackle Georgian tavern s.fashioned into the
ultimate country house from the.ground up.
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A cathedral ceiling ribbed with
reclaimed barm beams gives the
great room in Kathy and David
Richardson's Eastern Ontario
country house dramatic presence.
Kathy's collection of hand-hooked
rugs dots the house; there's one
here above the stone fireplace.

The sofas and chalrs are arranged
symmetrically; “l like balance. It's
calming; Kathy says. Rug, Caral
Telfer Antiques; hall table, hutch,

Peter Baker Antiques; fire screen, = .
Al Artisiry; wood bowls (on : :_"th.'ll:"'bf_. !'~_at_r'|~,r._-;|_n:u.-a_5 B
mantel, hall table), Morgain Cuddy: strawberries, raspberries,

and currants and |s able to
pick berries in her garden
most every day from mid-
June through October,

coffee tabie, High H R blueberrias, gooseberries

ORPPOSITE: To soften the

leg building's austers,
guintessentially Georgian
symmeitry, landscaper David
Warburton designed perennial
barders planted to look
balanced but not too formal.
Obelisks punctuate the beds
and add heighl.



Matching cedar-shake roofing, BOTTOM LEFT: The old tavern's
grey board-and-batten sidingand  hand-hewn, while-pine logs serve
white trim help the new 2,000-sq-  as a rustic backdrop in the inviting
ft. addition, designed by Young + great room. Rug (over cabinet)
Wright Architects, coordinate with  Carol Telfer Antiques; table, chars,
the old log building. The addition Peter Baker Antiques; stools, Upper
acts as the owners” principal iving  Canada Housefitters; cabinet (far
area, Trelises, Greg Aboud's Details.  left), High Housa Antiques.

L] ]{(‘ [ (.1 lll I_]g% .1[‘] l(JV 6, VOLL JUSE Iever
know when house-lust iSR_'ﬂ'-.’"‘lJt'L_E: to hit you like a ton of logs.
Although Kathy and David Richardson had purchased a 120-acre
property in Ontario’s Northumberland Hills, 1-1/2 hours east of
Torento, with the hope of someday building a country house they

could retire to, a dilapidated log house was the last thing they
were | u'-l;in!_- for when they Sl ted a soon-to-be-tom-down
Georgian log building for sale in their morming Globe & Mail. The
former tavermn was locared 200 kilometres west in Roseville, Ont.,
and a world away from the couple’s cosmopolitan life in Toronto.
But, propelled by the iresistible lure of risk, real estare and
romance, these city ]K"I.!l["l.l.' P wed themselves pioneers at heart,

“TIt was a bit of a wreck,” Kathy admirs, :L'-..:L”i!‘q’_' the day in
I_-'.'-u.mq.'ml_*yr ]_'.‘?95 1h'c:1|' went o see the l-.:ll,_:-:|l1.!|1dm‘|ud l\ui]dil‘lg.
Sadly, the once-proud, two-storey structure, built in 1837 of
hand-hewn 1.1.'|'|'114_'-pi|1|: loes, had been covered over with \'iding.
The roof and windows were gone, and the shell was full of garbage.
Adding insult to injury, fire had ravaged the interor faces of some
of the logs. It was hardly their dream house — but it was love m
first sight nonetheless. The building’s elepant, quintessentially
Georgian symmetry truly appealed to them, and they could see
bevond what it had become to admire what it could be.

Wichin six weeks of viewing the tavem, they had bought it, had
each log, door, staircase and piece of trim painstakingly numbered

SEE SOURCE GUIDE



s the kil"ld“of place

here you
ome in from a long walk and
op down on the sofa — nothing
_precious, no pretensions”
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had this large 1820 cupboard in
the kitchen painted off-white then
rubbed with an ivory shade to
mimic an aged look. She

her collection of spongeware an
Portneul pottery inside, an easy
reach from the soapstone-topped
eating counter on the island. A
pantry off the hen how the

LEFT: Its original finish w
time~ravaged to restore, s

microwave and two ovens.

as the building was dismantled, pile
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wd driven across southern Onrario. Afrer
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offers lov

) of the rolling ¢
growrh foresrs (all part of the
building gor a new roof, and “

2 . pine ﬂim!ll'n_:. windows and L[nn‘-.. The i

which had had tw: balcony running lh:. w IJE h

ed o remove the balcony and o

and a
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the back of the log building — owes more
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PALETTE OF HISTORICAL COLOURS
| Kitchen

FROM TOP: lvory Sampler (640) and Old
Mavajo (723), ICI {both on cream cabinet); Blue
Slate (2235), Pratt & Lambert (on cabinetry).

Great room

FROM TOP: Sagebrush (40YY 50/177), 1CI
{on greal room and Kitchen area walls);
English Pinewood (905), ICI {on front door).

|

| ~ Dining room

‘. .| FROMTOP: Dusty Miller (1046), 1CI {on
walls above chair rail); Grey Birch (833),

| IC] (on walls below chair rail).

|

Porch
FROM TOP; Parchmeant (724), ICl {on porch
floor); Lanyard (746), IC! (on porch walls).

LEFT: In the dining area, a warn

Persian rug pulls together a subtle

historical palette. The partly

stripped mantel is a work in

progress. Chandelier, Constantine;  BELOW: The sparely furnished

chairs, Peter Baker Antiques guest room features iger-maple

beds, old quilts and simple

drapery. Fictures (on wall), Matt

= argsan; begs, Hah House

I




Tamntul}a}mmmﬂmﬂm Hﬂthynldbavldlimtomhxm :
new swimming pool. A cutting the porch and enjoy views of the
garden behind it adds colour in rolling countryside, part of the
summer and texture year-round. Oak Ridges Moraine. Pillows, : s
OPPOSITE, TOP: The pool Restoration Hardware. TR

80 HOUSE & HOME AUGUST 2005 SEE SOURCE GUIDE




comfortable c y house witl in livi reas all on one
floor so we can still use them when we're elderly,” Kathy explains

The one-storey -and-batten-clad addition houses the kitchen,

holds the
TOENMS A
about the pr
ipal contractor The

erior ar
i nial, cuttin
gardens with the help er David "-?'Z-’:-‘-rh';ll
Despire all the w
s the pair happier than hmu nnH it ;
e 1" WTEVET. H]'. ¥ MALLer |:Jl. W :"-!Il.!” 1|'|.l" L | J = CVETY

effort o use recy materials that give their home a timeless

look. Stones used in the foundation and chimney, and dry-stone
walls around the property came from old bam foundations; granite
boulders found on the site were recyeled to make the fieldstone
fireplace in the great room; and huge old bam beams were care-
fully fitted together to form its soaring cathedral ceiling. Although
little was left of the log |11||.d|n original interior, Kathy was able
to carefully restore its two ases. She peeled layers of paint
from the antique door lacches and h-:ard‘.'.' 1sed throughour the
house. “It was a labour of love,” she says. Ci
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rebuilding the past

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 87

Once the bones of the house were in place,
Karhy tumed ro her niece Sarah Richardson,
principal in Sarah Richardson Design and
host of HGTVs Desim Inc., for help in
choosing inrerior colours, fabrics and finshes.
*They wanred a calm, relaxing country
haven,” explains Sarah, who incorporated a
soft, historical palerte inspired by the narural
surroundings. “It's the kind of family garher-
ing place where you come in from a long walk
with the dogs and flop down on the sofa —
nothing precious, no pretensions.”

They seem an unlikely ream. Kathy is a life-
I,l:_'ln’_': H,nti{lu:_'ﬁ I:H_Il"l" whl‘ {:l“llﬂ,l Fi". (LU h[':ll.].\i-l:i'i
with her collection of Canadiana, while
Sarah is known for the clean, unclutrered
rooms she creares. In face, the careful puncru-
ation of the airy, modem rooms with both
whimsical and clean-lined antiques creates a
fresh, contemporary look. “There's a stream-
lined approach to how the collections are dis-
played,” Sarah says. “They've collected urili-
tarian items that are used every day. Nothing
just sits on a shelf collecting duse.”

The same may be said of Kathy and David.
This may be their retirement home, but there
are no rocking chairs here. “We don't sit
around a lot,” laughs Kathy, a retired lawyer
now more often found happily yanking weeds
in her garden. "Since retiring, we've canoed
in the Arctic, hiked in Tasmania and twav-
elled to Ecuador and the Galapagos Lslands.”
That said, they're content for now to be here,
enjoying the summer in their exquisitely

crafted and pedectly suited home. EED

discovered what we like and don't like.”

Here, they wok their time furnishing each
room. If they didn't already have just the righe
classic piece for each wall, alcove, nook and
cranny in their arsenal, they attended local
auctions to find it. Each sun-kissed room is
different, filled with rag rugs or cheerful
Mourmak rugs, anrique wicker and overstuffed
sofas, mixes plaids, stripes, checks and florals.
End tables and sideboards hold an eclecric
variety of lamps. Walls are adormed with oil
paintings of horses, foxhunts and ships. “We
don't like stark rooms. We like comfortable
rooms thar invite you in,” Hugh says.

Whar they've ereated here is a rural haven
where they po to escape the rigours of the ciry,
to entertain guests when the uroe strikes
them, or to simply settle down in the sun-
room — just the two of them — with a cou-
ple good books. Says Hugh, “It's a home that
miakes you want to put your feet up, put your
head back and stay a while." =3

making history

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 91

clapboard siding cutside and wood floors and
period mouldings inside are unifying forces.

The home's style falls somewhere between
“classic American preppy” and “English
country house.” Rooms are decorated in
combinations of white, pale yellow, grass
green, ocean blue and mby red — with a
dash of hearry plaid thrown in here and there
for a swarthy, men's-club edge.

Hugh is a whiz with palettes and fahrics.
Rob drew up the floorplans and handled fur-
niture placement. “Rob likes to say, He bakes
the cake, and 1 ice the cake,'" says Hugh.
“We've been renovating houses together for
31 years. We've redone 12 homes we've lived
in. We've learned from past mistakes and

into the woods

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 104

built in an apple tree or head out with him to
fish in the property’s trout pond, Monic put-
ters in the garden, which includes lush plant-
ings that ring the cottage and a slightly more
formal parterre behind. “I like a house to be
surrounded with lots of flowers,” she says,
admitting that she spends at least two hours
gardening every day during the summer
Except for a stone retaining wall installed in
the 1970s (which both levels the land and
conceals the unattractive base of the cottage)
the “garden” was nothing but grass when they
bought the property. Now every spot of soil,
patch of stone (all “harvested” on-site) and
flower that blooms is a resule of Monic's green
thumb. "Different flowers bloom throughout
the summer for a new mood for every week."

An expanse of pink-flowering thyme carpers
the entmnce to the loosely formed parterre
that Monic is “letring go” in favour of a blowsy
country look. *] always say, ‘Wext year will be
low-maintenance,’ bur it never happens.”

With their pampering manner and light
touch, the couple has joined a lineage of own-
ers who, over almost two centuries, have
respected the cottage’s style. In fact, in anoth-
er 180 years, the cottage will likely be much
the same: the wood a bit more weathered, but
its spirit intace, TE
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